Treaty of Amsterdam
Introduction
The Treaty of Amsterdam (1997) was the third major amendment to the arrangements made under the
Treaty of Rome (1957). It was largely an exercise in tying up the loose ends left over from the Maastricht
Treaty (1992). However, in the ways in which it changed the operation of the Council of the European Union,
absorbed the Schengen Convention and increased the role of the EU in home affairs, it pushed forward the
model of a supranational European Union at the expense of intergovernmental co-operation.
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Most significantly however, it changed the way that decisions were made in the EU by expanding the number
of decisions covered by Qualified Majority Voting (QMV), including on some foreign policy issues. For this
first time, it gave the Commission a say over the majority of Justice and Home Affairs, which had previously
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coalition government means that two or more political parties agree to share power in
government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

Treaty of Amsterdam
Arguments about enlargement
For
 By providing room for some countries to move faster along the path to integration than others, the
Amsterdam Treaty created greater flexibility.
 It made enlargement possible, entrenching democracy for millions of people in Eastern Europe.
 It brought the UK in line with the social agreement of the Maastricht Treaty.
Against
 The new flexibility built into the Treaty effectively created a two-speed Europe where some countries
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The type of liberal democracy we have is a constitutional monarchy, where the powers of
the monarch are limited by the terms and conditions put down in the constitution.

Parliamentary system
The UK has a parliamentary system of democratic governance. Unlike presidential and
semi-presidential systems, there is an interconnection between the legislative (lawmaking) and executive (law-enforcing) branches of government in a parliamentary
system. In the UK, this means that the executive (consisting of the Queen and the
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direction only. They see all the footprints leading into the cave and none coming out… where does it end?”
Malcolm Rifkind, British Foreign Secretary
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Supranational: a form of
organisation through which decisions are made by international institutions, not by individual
states
Members of Parliament in the House of Commons are elected using the first-past-theIntergovernmental: a form of international organisation where governments work together to achieve shared goals.
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Enhanced co-operation: the idea that a core of countries could co-operate more closely in more areas of policy without
During
the general
mostthem.
local elections, the candidate with most of the votes
obliging other membersan
to MP.
either
veto these
policies and
or adopt
becomes
the local
door-to-door,
debates
Constructive abstention:
a rule allowing
therepresentative.
European CouncilCandidates
to agree to acampaign
foreign affairs
or security hold
decision
even ifand
one
country decides to abstain.
publish manifestos (comparable to shopping list of what they are planning to do once
Protocol: additions to a previous treaty which are not binding for all signatories.
they are in power). Eligible voters, about 46m in the UK, receive their polling card once
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