UK Political Parties’ Positions on the EU
Introduction
The UK’s membership of the European Union (EU) has always been controversial. The UK first applied to join the EU in
1961 (it was then called the European Economic Community), but its membership bid was rejected by the French
President, Charles de Gaulle. At that time, the UK was already involved in the European Free Trade Area (EFTA). The UK
finally joined the EEC in 1973, as did Denmark and Ireland. The UK held a referendum on its membership 2 years after
joining and, whilst the public voted in favour of the UK’s membership, debate has continued. Today, many UK parties
are wary of further EU integration, and some even support withdrawal from the EU..
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The UK’s involvement in the EU came under intense strain after the UK entered the European Exchange Rate
Mechanism (ERM) in 1990. The UK hoped to end a damaging recession, create stability and low inflation by attaching
the rate of the British Pound to the German Deutschmark. However, the policy actually prolonged the recession and
forced the British Government to raise interest rates (to a high of 15%) in order to stay in the range permitted by the
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UK parties represented in the EU Parliament

The UK Independence Party (UKIP) (24 MEPs) advocates complete withdrawal from the EU on the grounds of: its
excessive cost; lack of democracy; and immigration problems. UKIP wants to replace the EU with a free-trade
agreement without political union (like the EU has with Norway and Switzerland). UKIP policies are based on what the
UK’s relationship with the EU would be like if it were exempt from its political aspects, but involved in economic
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

UK Political Parties’ Positions on the EU
The Conservative Party (19 MEPs) opposes further EU integration and traditionally does not advocate withdrawal from
the EU; however, the party has a growing EU sceptic movement. The party opposed the Lisbon Treaty (2007) and
campaigned for a referendum on it. The Conservative Party also opposes Britain joining the Euro and calls for ‘radical’
reform of the CAP and for the restoration of national control over social and employment legislation. In 2010 the party
initiated the European Union Act, which passed into law in 2011. The Act provides for a referendum in the event of any
future EU treaty change or new treaty which would see sovereignty given from the UK to the EU. The Conservative
Party instigated a review on the ‘Balance of Competences’, which will see every policy areas evaluated to work out
where power lies; with the UK, the EU or shared.
The Labour Party (20 MEPs) oversaw many developments in the EU when it held power in the UK from 1997-2010. For
example, Labour Prime Minister (PM) Tony Blair signed the EU’s Social Chapter in 1997 (reversing Conservative PM
John Major’s earlier decision to stay out of EU social policy altogether). However, the Labour Party’s position on UK
membership of the Euro is uncertain – in 2001 it supported joining the Euro if the UK economy passed 5 ‘tests of
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How does a General Election actually work?

The Liberal Democrats (1 MEP) has traditionally been the most ‘Pro-EU’ UK party, arguing that ‘the UK’s place is at the
heart of Europe’. In 2008, Liberal Democrats Leader, Nick Clegg, called for a referendum on the UK’s EU membership to
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membership has been good for Wales, but that reform is still needed e.g. it wants decisions to be made at a level as
close to the people as possible.
The Ulster Conservatives and Unionists (1 MEP) combines the Ulster Unionist Party (UUP) and the Northern Ireland
branch of the Conservative Party. It opposes further extension of the EU's power over the UK and it also opposes
joining the Euro.

First-Past-The-Post

Members of Parliament in the House of Commons are elected using the first-past-thepost electoral system. Each of the 650 voting constituencies in the UK are represented by
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

 http://www.results-elections2014.eu/en/country-results-uk-2014.html

