Arguments against the EU
Introduction
Opponents of the European Union, most commonly described as Euro-sceptics, include those who are critical
of certain areas of EU policy, as well as those who believe the EU should be disbanded. Their views generally
relate to the broad themes outlined below. These are opinions - you should decide if you agree with them or
not.

The EU does not safeguard peace
Attributing the peace in Europe today to the EU does not take into account the Allied victory over Hitler and
Nazism in 1945, and the creation of NATO in 1949. National sovereignty is perfectly compatible with free
trade and friendly co-operation
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The EU is too costly

The UK is a liberal democracy. This means that we democratically elect politicians, who
represent our interests. It also involves that individual rights are protected.

For wealthy countries, such as the UK, the cost of being a member of the EU is greater than the benefits they
The type of liberal democracy we have is a constitutional monarchy, where the powers of
receive. Th e UK will make a net contribution to the EU budget of £10.4 billion in 2015. Much of this money
the monarch are limited by the terms and conditions put down in the constitution.
pays for the outdated and wasteful Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), while a sizeable amount goes towards
the Structural Funds, which transfer money to poorer areas of the EU. This money could be better spent in
the UK.
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The EU is too powerful Appointed Prime Minister (or chancellor) as Head of Government and a monarch (or
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However, it has expanded its role to
cover many areas where it would be better for member states to make their own decisions. This process has
been accelerated since the Maastricht Treaty (1992), which expanded EU power into new areas. Its powers
now extend into traditionally national policy areas with the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) and
Justice and Home Affairs Policy (JHA). Many EU policies affect ordinary Europeans in the form of EU
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regulations that attempt to impose a single standard across the EU, but which are never debated by national
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they are in power). Eligible voters, about 46m in the UK, receive their polling card once
they register online, or they can vote by post.
Party with most of the votes is invited by the Queen to form a government. If there is no
clear winner, there is a hung Parliament. In this case, a minority or coalition government
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coalition government means that two or more political parties agree to share power in
government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

Arguments against the EU
The EU is undemocratic
The European Union has a lot of power but is much less accountable to the people than national
governments. Most EU decisions are made or shaped by the EU Commission which is led by unelected
Commissioners and run by an appointed bureaucracy. The democratic element of the EU model – the
European Parliament – has fewer powers than a national legislature and co-decides but does not propose EU
legislation. Turnout at European Parliament elections is so low that it is difficult to proclaim its legitimacy.
The other key decision-making body – the European Council – takes the majority of its decisions using
qualified majority voting, which means that British voting power is only 8%. All of this demonstrates
contempt for democracy and a reluctance to engage with voters.

How does a General Election actually work?
The UK is a liberal democracy. This means that we democratically elect politicians, who
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Many of the things that the EU does are based on the principle of supranationalism. In order for this to
Theagree
type of
liberal democracy
we haveaistreaty)
a constitutional
monarchy,
where the
powers
work, member states have to
(normally
through signing
to hand over
sovereignty
to the
EU. of
the monarch are limited by the terms and conditions put down in the constitution.
Certain areas, such as defence, taxation or currency should not be handed over to a supranational body
because to do so would undermine the nation state. Nevertheless, many have been. Sadly, the EU is not as
effective at managing many policy areas as nation states have been. The conflicts within the eurozone
provide an example of the difficulties
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semi-presidential systems, there is an interconnection between the legislative (lawmaking) and executive (law-enforcing) branches of government in a parliamentary
system. In the UK, this means that the executive (consisting of the Queen and the
governments of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland) is accountable to the
legislature or Parliament (House of Commons, House of Lords and devolved Assemblies in
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“Recent votes in the real world suggest the peoples of Europe have lost confidence in this project."
Nigel Farage, UK Independence Party Leader, 2005

Technical Terms
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coalition government means that two or more political parties agree to share power in
government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.
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