Arguments for the EU
Introduction
The EU represents one of the greatest experiments in political history. For the first time nations have chosen
to surrender aspects of their national sovereignty to a central body that has a responsibility to ensure that
they act for the good not only of themselves but of other nations as well. Those who support the concept of
the EU are called pro-Europeans or Europhiles. They base a lot of their arguments on the themes outlined
below. These are opinions – you should decide if you agree with them or not.

The EU safeguards peace
The European Community was established to ensure that the great European powers that had been at war
for hundreds of years would never again enter into armed conflict with each other. By creating a European
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The EU gives us more power on the global stage
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together is harder to ignore. As other nations begin to club together in multi-national bodies, such as the
Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) or the African Union, it will become more and more difficult
for individual European nations to make their voices heard without the support of the EU as a whole.
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

Arguments for the EU
The EU makes us better off
A principle aim of the European Community has been to enable the rebuilding of the European economy
after the disasters of the Great Depression and World War II. By creating a customs union and later the
single market it has been hugely successful at doing this. The Single Market gives UK businesses access to
the world’s largest trading bloc with 500 million people and 21 million companies generating £11 trillion in
economic activity. Since 1992, the UK’s bilateral trade with EU member states has more than trebled and
trade with Europe accounts for roughly 3.5m jobs in the UK, around 11% of the workforce.
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law and democracy. Meanwhile, nations that look to join the EU are encouraged to reform their national
institutions in order to fit in with the European liberal democratic model. This encourages wider stability and
improves people’s lives.

Parliamentary system
The UK has a parliamentary system of democratic governance. Unlike presidential and
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

