Spain (España)
Recent history
Spain was controlled by the Fascist dictator Francisco Franco until his death in 1975. In 1978 a constitution which
emphasises Spanish linguistic and cultural diversity was signed. Since then it has moved in the direction of
representative democracy. The Eurozone crisis has had a strong impact on the leadership of the country.
The current Spanish government is led by Mariano Rajoy of the centre-right People’s Party (PP), which won an absolute
majority (186 seats) in the 2011 election. Recent general elections put an end to the two-party system of the People’s
Party and the left-wing Socialist Workers’ Party that has dominated Spain for three decades. After inconclusive
elections in December 2015, another vote was called for June 2016. Rajoy still won the most votes, but now depends
on coalitions with other smaller parties to form a government.
Spain’s economy has been of grave concern since the economic crisis. In August 2011 the European Central Bank
announced it would buy Spanish Government Bonds so as to effectively inject money into the Spanish economy, due to
its rising debts. In response, Spain introduced a ‘golden rule’ amendment to its constitution which set a limit on the
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representation system, while in the second, 80% of the seats are directly elected, with the other seats filled by
appointments from the regional legislatures.

Spain has 17 autonomous regions, each with their own governments, parliaments, budgets and levels of autonomy.
The Basque Country, Galicia and Catalonia are particularly autonomous, with their own nationalities and languages.
However, the Spanish constitution expresses Spain’s indivisible unity and keeps the regions together.
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

Spain (España)
Spain and the EU
Spain had to make several changes in order to comply with the criteria
for EU accession, such as improving its infrastructure and revising its
economic legislation to meet the EU’s guidelines. The undertaking of
these changes contributed to strong economic growth for Spain over
the next two decades. Spain was a founder member of the Euro in 1999.
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Facts and figures

“Spain is a deeply pro-European country that has constructed its scale of democratic values and aspirations for
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

