Portugal
Recent history
Portugal has a relatively recent history of dictatorship. Until 1975, Portugal was ruled by an authoritarian regime
(called “Estado Novo” or “New State”), and had a vast intercontinental empire. The first democratic elections in
Portugal for fifty years were held in June 1976.
In November 2004, the then Portuguese Prime Minister, José Manuel Barroso, became the President of the European
Commission, a position he held until October 2014. José Socrates of the Socialist Party resigned as Prime Minister in
March 2011, after all five opposition parties in the country’s parliament voted against the fourth successive austerity
budget. In elections in June 2011, the centre-right Social Democrats (PSD) emerged victorious and it formed a coalition
government with the conservative right-wing People’s Party. The current Prime Minister is Pedro Passos Coelho.
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The Portuguese Parliament, the Assembleia da República, has just one chamber of up to 230 members. Its members,
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The PSD failed to win sufficient parliamentary seats in the June 2011 elections to form a government, so the current
government is a coalition with the Popular Party.
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coalition government means that two or more political parties agree to share power in
government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

Portugal
Portugal and the EU

Portuguese imports (2014)
Since joining the EU, Portugal has always fully participated in key EU
projects. Portugal was a founder member of the Euro in 1998 and
carried forward the Lisbon Treaty when it took over the 6-month EU
Presidency in June 2007. Portugal’s membership of the European
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including the accession of Turkey.
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“I always said asking for foreign aid would be the final way to go but we have reached that moment.”
Former PM José Socrates requesting external financial assistance in April 2011

First-Past-The-Post
Technical Terms
Members of Parliament in the House of Commons are elected using the first-past-the Coalition: a formal agreement between political parties to share power in government
post electoral system. Each of the 650 voting constituencies in the UK are represented by
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publish manifestos (comparable to shopping list of what they are planning to do once
they are in power). Eligible voters, about 46m in the UK, receive their polling card once
Links
 http://www.portugal.gov.pt/en.aspx
they register online, or they can vote by post.
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