Belgium (België) and Luxembourg (Luxemburg)
Recent history
The countries share many elements of common history, having experienced repeated periods of cross-border conflict,
co-operation and government during their history. The most modern example of this is the Benelux Economic Union,
founded in 1958, which has acted alongside the European project to bring these countries’ economies, along with that
of the Netherlands, closer together. Both countries were seriously affected by the European wars of the first half of the
twentieth century. This shaped their political systems after 1945, which put strong emphasis on consensus. Politics in
both countries has been dominated over the past half century by the twin forces of Christian and Social democracy. In
recent years, this has been supplemented by the rise of Green Parties and the resurgence of radical nationalism in
Belgium. In Luxembourg, the Christian Social Party has been the dominant political group since World War II and has
played a role in all governments.
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Alliance (a Flemish separatist party) won the most seats, but not enough to hold a majority. After a record-breaking
541 days without a government, French-speaking Socialist Elio Di Rupo was sworn in as Prime Minister in 2011.
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In Luxembourg, conversely, stability and long-serving governments are the norm. However, in 2008 a minor crisis
occurred when Grand Duke Henri refused to sign into law a bill which approved euthanasia. The crisis was resolved
with a constitutional amendment that removed the requirement for the monarch to approve all laws, making the
monarch’s role primarily ceremonial.
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

Belgium (België) and Luxembourg (Luxemburg)
Current government
Belgium and Luxembourg operate under constitutional monarchies. In Belgium, King Philippe has a mainly symbolic
position. Political power is divided between the national government, led by the Prime Minister, currently Charles
Michel, and the regional governments. In Luxembourg, power is shared between the monarch, Grand Duke Henri, the
cabinet headed by Prime Minister Xavier Bettel (Democratic Party, DP), and the Parliament. The current government, a
coalition of the DP, the Luxembourg Socialist Workers’ Party (LSAP) The Greens (DG), has been in power since 2013.
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forefront of pursuing European integration. They are fully signed up to key measures of closer co-operation including
the Euro and the Schengen Convention. However, attitudes towards the EU project have altered in recent years.
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First-Past-The-Post
Members of Parliament in the House of Commons are elected using the first-past-thepost electoral system. Each of the 650 voting constituencies in the UK are represented by
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