France
Recent history
The Fifth French Republic was created in 1958 following a referendum that replaced the previous constitution. French
governments have traditionally been made up of coalitions: the Union for a Popular Movement (UMP) and the Union
for French Democracy (UDF) are the main parties on the right, while left-of-centre coalitions have consisted of the
French Socialist Party (PS), the French Communist Party and the Greens. Between 1958 and 2012, France was largely
governed by centre-right coalitions, except between 1981 and 1995, when it was led by President François Mitterand
of the Socialist Party.
In recent years, French politics has witnessed many upheavals. In the 2002 presidential election, President Jacques
Chirac faced a stiff challenge from the far-right leader of the National Front (FN), Jean-Marie Le Pen. Le Pen’s daughter,
Marine Le Pen, was the far-right candidate in the 2012 French presidential election, coming in third behind François
Hollande, who won, and Nicolas Sarkozy.
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Parliamentary system
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president has to name a prime minister who is acceptable to the majority party within parliament – if the prime
minister comes from an opposing party, this is called cohabitation; in this case, the president takes responsibility for
foreign policy, while the prime minister is responsible for domestic policy. Until 2014, the left-wing Socialist party had a
majority in both houses, but following the municipal elections, the Socialists lost their majority in the Senate.
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

France
France and the EU
Since the foundation of the European Union, France has been a driving
force behind many European projects. Two of the men who did the
most to create the EU, Jean Monnet and Robert Schuman, were
Frenchmen. So was Jacques Delors, who led the European Community
during the period of its most rapid transformation between 1985 and
1995. France participates in all of the most far-reaching EU projects,
including Economic and Monetary Union and the Schengen Convention.
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Budgets and funding:

“To understand Europe, you have to be a genius - or French.”
Madeleine Albright, US Secretary of State 1997-2001
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