Croatia (Hrvatska), FYR Macedonia (Makedonija) and
Albania (Shqipëri)
Recent history
Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM) were both (along with Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Serbia and Montenegro) formed as a result of the break-up of Yugoslavia in the 1990s. This break-up sparked several
wars across the Balkan region. Croatia became involved in a bitter conflict with Serbia, and the Serb population living in
Croatia, known as the Croatian War of Independence (1991-95). Fought mainly along ethnic lines, thousands were
killed and it left a legacy of division that the region is still coming to terms with.
FYROM remained largely at peace in the immediate aftermath of the break-up, but was later severely destabilised by
ethnic Albanian radicals taking refuge from the Kosovo War in the late 1990s. The resulting conflict only ended with the
intervention of NATO and the signing of the Ohrid Agreement. In this agreement, FYROM’s government agreed to
devolve some political power to the Albanian minority, in exchange for the group giving up their separatist demands.

How does a General Election actually work?
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Albania: key facts
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.
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Issues concerning EU membership
Croatia is an official EU member state, while FYROM are Albania are candidate countries. At the Zagreb Summit in
2000, all three countries agreed on a Stabilisation and Association Process with the EU’s political leaders. This was
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How does a General Election actually work?

The type of liberal democracy we have is a constitutional monarchy, where the powers of
FYROM was formally recognised as an EU candidate country in 2005, although membership negotiations were delayed
the monarch are limited by the terms and conditions put down in the constitution.
by an on-going dispute with Greece about its name (a region in Greece is also called Macedonia). FYROM also
witnessed violence during elections in June 2008 as tensions remain between the centre-right Democratic Party for
Macedonian National Unity (VMRO-DPMNE) and the country's largest ethnic Albanian party, the Democratic Union for
Integration (DUI). These tensions have significantly slowed reform, especially in key areas such as fighting corruption
and reforming the police and judiciary.
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Facts and figures
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“…under my Presidency of the Commission, ongoing negotiations will of course continue,
and notably the Western Balkans will need to keep a European perspective,
but no further enlargement will take place over the next five years.”
First-Past-The-Post
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Juncker, European Commission President, July 2014
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.
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