Romania (România) and Bulgaria (Republika Bǎlgarija)
Recent history
Communist rule in Romania ended on Christmas Day 1989 with the execution of dictator Nicolae Ceauşescu. Earlier in
the same year, Bulgaria’s Communist leader, Todor Zhivkov left office. The events triggered the beginnings of
democratic reform and in 1991 both countries adopted new constitutions establishing democratic structures and a
market economy. Romania changed its constitution again in 2003 in order to bring its law in line with EU standards.
Nonetheless, both countries suffered from a slow pace of economic reform and continued political corruption in the
aftermath of communism. Bulgaria in particular suffered severe economic difficulties during the 1990s, which saw
600,000 Bulgarians, many of them qualified professionals, leave the country. However, after applying for EU
membership in 1995, it gradually stabilised, particularly between 2001-05, under the leadership of former Tsar Simeon
II, Simeon Sakskobuggotski. By 2005, the EU was satisfied that both Romania and Bulgaria had embraced sufficient
reform for their Accession Treaties to be ratified. Both countries became full members of the EU on 1 January 2007.
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(GERB), which won the October 2014 general election. This election was called only about a year after the 2013 general
election, which resulted in a weak coalition and a series of protests.
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currently Victor Ponta, was appointed by the President following a vote of no confidence against his predecessor,
Mihai Răzvan Ungureanu, in April 2012. Ungureanu’s cabinet had only been in place for two months before he lost the
vote. Ponta, of the Social Democratic Party, remained in office following the December 2012 election in which his party
won an absolute majority in both the Senate and the Chamber of Deputies. He currently leads his fourth cabinet in a
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.
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How does a General Election actually work?
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reduced its level of corruption. Romania’s Labour Minister was sacked for bribery in September 2008. Both countries
tend to blame their continued problems on the legacy of communist-era governments and the disruption caused by
the Balkan Wars of the 1990s. For example, in March 2009, Romania’s President, Traian Băsescu, said that the
country’s ‘huge bureaucracy’ stopped EU funds from being used effectively. The EU’s main concern is that a failure to
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.
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