Turkey (Türkiye)
Recent history
The Republic of Turkey was formed from remnants of the old Ottoman Empire after the War of Turkish Independence
(1919-1923). Its first president was Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, who shaped a secular republic from the formerly Islamic
nation. Turkey underwent several coups in the latter half of the twentieth century, which left the army with a
controlling influence in many civilian institutions, including higher education and the media. This control has been
surrendered in order to meet EU membership standards.
Turkey was an important western ally during the Cold War. It joined the Council of Europe in 1949 and the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) in 1952. In 1963, the Ankara Agreement of Association was signed as a step
towards creating a customs union between Turkey and the European Community. Turkey applied to join the European
Community in 1987, but its application was delayed because of the reforms taking place under the Single European Act
(1986). In 1999 and 2002, the European Council made statements supporting eventual Turkish membership once the
country fulfills all of the demands of the Copenhagen Criteria. Membership negotiations officially began in 2005, but
progress has been slow.
The UK is a liberal democracy. This means that we democratically elect politicians, who
represent
our interests. It also involves that individual rights are protected.
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the balance of power in EU institutions. It would have more MEPs than any other EU member state except
Germany. Its population is even expected to surpass the German population by 2020.
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continental Europe – the rest lies in southwest Asia. However, proponents of Turkey's membership argue that its
geographic location is a major advantage considering its political, cultural and historic ties with regions rich in
natural resources such as the Middle East, the Caspian Sea region and Central Asia. Turkey is also a key regional
power and the second largest military force of NATO after the United States. For these reasons, having Turkey as a
member state could enhance the EU's position as a global player.
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coalition government means that two or more political parties agree to share power in
government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.
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How does a General Election actually work?
Facts and figures

The UK is a liberal democracy. This means that we democratically elect politicians, who
represent our interests. It also involves that individual rights are protected.

The type of liberal democracy we have is a constitutional monarchy, where the powers of
 Turkey’s national debt fell from 91% of GDP in 2001 to 64% in 2005 and 46.3% in 2009, but rose slightly to
the monarch are limited by the terms and conditions put down in the constitution.
48.1% in 2010. The Copenhagen Criterion sets a maximum of 60%
 The total Turkish population is greater than that of all ten Eastern European member states that joined the EU
in 2004

Parliamentary system
Turkey: key facts

The UK has a parliamentary system of democratic governance. Unlike presidential and
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“Turkey has always been a European country… it’s not about religion and religious differences, it’s about values.”
Jack Straw, former British Foreign Secretary and Home Secretary
"In my opinion, it [Turkish EU membership] would be the end of Europe."
First-Past-The-Post
Valery Giscard d'Estaing, former French President
Members of Parliament in the House of Commons are elected using the first-past-thepost electoral system. Each of the 650 voting constituencies in the UK are represented by
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an MP. During the general and most local elections, the candidate with most of the votes
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http://www.tccb.gov.tr/pages/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/country_profiles/1022222.stm
Party with most of the votes is invited by the Queen to form a government. If there is no
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
clear winner, there is a hung Parliament. In this case, a minority or coalition government
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/2145.html
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coalition government means that two or more political parties agree to share power in
government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

