Cyprus (Kýpros) and Malta
Recent history
Both countries are former British colonies. With the dismantling of the British Empire following World War II, Cyprus
and Malta were granted independence, in 1960 and 1964 respectively. Cyprus became a republic, while Malta kept the
Queen as Head of State until 1974. Both joined the Commonwealth. Due to their strategically important locations, both
countries have a long history of invasion and conflict. Indeed, to this day Cyprus remains separated. Its population is
ethnically and geographically divided between the majority Greek speakers in the south and the minority Turkish
speakers in the north. Only the Greek-Cypriot part of the island has gained EU membership.
Unrest has existed between the two communities since independence. In 1974, Turkey invaded Cyprus, claiming that
they were defending the Turkish minority population. Turkey occupied the northern third of the island. The GreekCypriot government in the south proclaimed itself the island’s legitimate government, and gained international
recognition as the Republic of Cyprus. The UN established a separating line between the two parts of the island and, in
1983, Turkish-occupied Cyprus declared itself the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC). Although significant
attempts were made to broker a peace deal that would allow the reunification of the island in the 1990s and early
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Cyprus is a presidential republic. Its 1960 Constitution was designed to balance power between Greek and TurkishCypriots, but since partition Greek Cyprus has continued to use the same structures. Most executive power is held by
the President, while there is a separate 59 member House of Representatives (Vouli Antiprosόpon). The current
President, Nicos Anastasiades, was elected in 2013.
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.
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Relations with the EU
While most of the attention leading up to the expansion of the EU in 2004 focused on the former Communist states of
central and eastern Europe, Maltese and Cypriot accession also marked a significant change. It was an important step
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role in attempting to reunify the island. They made their offer of membership on the basis that the whole island would
join. It was not clear whether Cyprus would be able to join without reunification. However, when this proved
impossible following an unsuccessful referendum in 2004, the Greek part of the island joined alone. This prevented the
TRNC’s population from the enjoying the benefits of EU membership. Recently, there have been signs of progress:
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Facts and figures
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Members of Parliament in the House of Commons are elected using the first-past-thepost electoral system. Each of the 650 voting constituencies in the UK are represented by
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

© CIVITAS Institute for the Study of Civil Society 2015
coalition government means that
More EU factsheets: http://www.civitas.org.uk/eufacts/index.php
Book EU events:
http://www.civitas.org.uk/eufacts/EUevents.php

