The European Council
Introduction
This EU institution is made up of the member states’ heads of state and government (Britain’s
representative is Prime Minister David Cameron), the President of the Commission, and it is headed by a
President of the European Council (who is a non-head of State). Not to be confused with the Council of
Europe, the European Council works alongside the Council of the European Union. It meets for summits up to
four times a year to discuss EU policy and any controversial issues that may arise. It seeks to provide
leadership to the Council of the European Union and its meetings set the tone of future policy. However, the
Council can also be a cause of disagreement, because its desire to set the EU agenda can come into conflict
with the leadership role of the EU Commission.
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During any six month period, the European Council will normally hold one or two full summits. They are
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Union and its Secretariat does much of the work leading up to a European Council Summit.
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The European Council
Facts and figures
 The European Council has been responsible for launching or approving virtually every significant
European policy since its inauguration, including the reunification of Germany, the accession of new
states, and the selection of countries for the single currency.
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“Summits should be held when you have a clear idea of the purpose of the meeting … I start with a tinge of
Appointed Prime Minister (or chancellor) as Head of Government and a monarch (or
uncertainty as to whether this meeting will have been entirely necessary.”
ceremonial president) as Head of State.
Malcolm Rifkind, UK Foreign Secretary, 1996
“‘[There is a difference between the] Council's readiness to make commitments on the world stage and its willingness to
find money to fulfil these commitments."
Janusz Lewandowski MEP
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