European Commission
Introduction
The Commission is the driving force of the EU and has many different responsibilities. It is the only
institution that has the power to propose EU laws and is also responsible for enforcing them. It operates at a
supranational level and manages much of the day-to-day running of the EU. It has the financial powers to
draft the EU budget and distribute EU money to member states. It also has a role representing all the
members collectively in the negotiation of treaties and the enlargement of the EU. It sits in on all decisions
made about common foreign, justice and home affairs policy and when members don’t implement EU law, it
can take legal action against them. It has often been a focus for public attention because of its far reaching
powers and the fact that it is not directly accountable to the electorate, leading to claims of a democratic
deficit.

How does a General Election actually work?

History

The UK is a liberal democracy. This means that we democratically elect politicians, who
represent our interests. It also involves that individual rights are protected.
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The Commission is made up of 28 Commissioners, one from each member state. Each Commissioner is
responsible for setting and managing EU policy in a particular area – such as trade, education or transport.
The Commissioners serve a term of five years. They are appointed by national governments and then
confirmed by a vote in the European Parliament. The Treaty of Rome emphasises the independence of
Commissioners. While they are in the post they must show no allegiance to their home country. Over 2,000
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services sector. Such a prized position was unexpected, after Prime Minister David Cameron strongly
opposed Jean-Claude Juncker’s presidency, but it was seen as an olive branch, with the intention of keeping
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clear winner, there is a hung Parliament. In this case, a minority or coalition government
can be formed. A minority government does not have an overall majority in Parliament. A
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

European Commission
Arguments
For
 A powerful central bureaucracy means that member states can come together to create policies that
they might not have the will to make on their own.
 The EU is run by experts from all twenty-seven member states who are able to pool their abilities in
the Commission. They are above national politics.
 The Commission bureaucracy is relatively small, yet achieves a great deal.
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Technical Terms
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they are in power). Eligible voters, about 46m in the UK, receive their polling card once
they register online, or they can vote by post.
 http://ec.europa.eu/index_en.htm
 http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-2014/index_en.htm
Party with most of the votes is invited by the Queen to form a government. If there is no
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-27761539
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

