Economic Partnership Agreements
Introduction
Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) are trade agreements between the EU and 76 African, Caribbean and Pacific
(ACP) countries, almost all of which are former European colonies. The main objectives of the EPAs are to stimulate
social, economic and political development and sustainable growth through trade. They also aim to support regional
integration of ACP countries and their integration into the global economy.

History
The EPAs have their roots in the Lomé Convention that was in force between 1975 and 1999. These agreements
between the European (Economic) Community and 71 ACP countries granted the latter duty-free access to the EU
market for all products bar agricultural produce. Furthermore, the Lomé Convention aimed to boost aid for and
investment in ACP countries. Given that this agreement provided unilateral preferences to ACP countries, it was found
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replaced by trade agreements in line with WTO rules, such as EPAs.

How does a General Election actually work?

The type of liberal democracy we have is a constitutional monarchy, where the powers of
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For this reason, the Cotonou Agreement was signed in 2000. It strives to end the preferential access to the European
the monarch are limited by the terms and conditions put down in the constitution.
single market enjoyed by ACP countries and instead calls for reciprocal trade arrangements obliging both the EU and
ACP countries to provide free access to each other’s markets. The Cotonou Agreement also provides a general
framework for relations between the EU and ACP countries until 2020, which includes guidelines for political dialogue,
development support and trade cooperation. The Cotonou Agreement forms the basis of the impending negotiations
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semi-presidential systems, there is an interconnection between the legislative (lawmaking) and executive (law-enforcing) branches of government in a parliamentary
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Facts and figures
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Party with most of the votes is invited by the Queen to form a government. If there is no
clear winner, there is a hung Parliament. In this case, a minority or coalition government
can be formed. A minority government does not have an overall majority in Parliament. A
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

Economic Partnership Agreements
Arguments
For
 Trade and development objectives can be mutually beneficial through job creation and overall price
reductions.
 ACP exporters profit from EPAs as it grants them duty-free and quota-free access to the European single
market of 500 million people.
 ACP countries may benefit from the implementation of wider reforms included in EPAs, such as the
improvements in the rule of law.
 EPAs may promote regional integration in the groupings of ACP countries negotiating EPAs with the EU.
 EU consumers may benefit from EPAs by an increased choice of products and lower prices.
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The UK is a liberal democracy. This means that we democratically elect politicians, who
represent our interests. It also involves that individual rights are protected.
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 http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/development/economic-partnerships/
Party with most of the votes is invited by the Queen to form a government. If there is no
 http://ecdpm.org/dossiers/dossier-economic-partnership-agreements/

clear winner, there is a hung Parliament. In this case, a minority or coalition government
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