Common Security & Defence Policy
Introduction
Since the collapse of Communism in the late 1980s, the EU has tried to expand its role in defence through part of the
Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) called the Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP). The EU’s weakness
during the Balkan Wars of the 1990s, where the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) and the USA led operations,
was seen to demonstrate the need for EU member states to work together on defence. However this has at times
proved confusing and difficult as EU defence somewhat duplicates both NATO’s and individual member states’ existing
defence activities.
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The EU’s Lisbon Treaty (2007) renamed ESDP the Common Defence and Security Policy (CDSP). It changed the way
decisions are made in the EU but, crucially, decisions on military or defence issues must still have the unanimous
support of EU states.
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from Serbia in February 2008. This mission was nearly compromised in April 2008 when Russia argued that it was illegal
and that the UN should police Kosovo's transition to independence instead of the EU.
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Party with most of the votes is invited by the Queen to form a government. If there is no
clear winner, there is a hung Parliament. In this case, a minority or coalition government
can be formed. A minority government does not have an overall majority in Parliament. A
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

Common Security & Defence Policy
Overall responsibility for CSDP lies with the EU High Representative for the Union in Foreign and Security Policy,
currently Catherine Ashton. It is co-ordinated by the Political and Security Committee (PSC), the EU Military Committee
(EUMC) and the EU Military Staff (EUMS), which are made up of military personnel from the member states. Finally,
the Civilian Planning and Conduct Capability (CPCC) is responsible for planning and overseeing civilian CSDP operations.
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Technical Terms

 http://www.consilium.europa.eu/showPage.aspx?id=268&lang=EN
 http://www.iss.europa.eu/index.php?id=185&L=0
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

