Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership
Introduction
Still under negotiation, the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) is a comprehensive agreement
between the EU and the US which aims to reduce the cost of trading goods and services by removing tariffs and nontariff barriers such as regulatory measures. Given that mutual tariffs are already low, the main objective of TTIP is to
harmonise regulations that are similar in aim and level of protection but different in method. This would reduce
unnecessary costs for both EU and US firms. TTIP is increasingly subject to criticism.

History
TTIP negotiations started in July 2013 following an EU expert group paper emphasising the need for a free trade area
between the two major blocs. Ten rounds of negotiations have taken place since this recommendation was picked up
by US President Barack Obama and former EU Commission President José Manuel Barroso.
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after negotiations started. As the talks have progressed and more sensitive issues are being discussed, the stances of
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addition, public resistance against TTIP has been increasing in both Europe and the US, limiting the room for
negotiation.
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that promote trade and investment and discusses issues such as energy, sustainable development, dispute settlement
provisions and intellectual property.
Opponents fear that the harmonisation of regulations will lower environmental, labour, food and public health
standards, despite affirmations from both Obama and Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker that this will not be
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many that ISDS just serves big business interests at the expense of the democratic right of governments to act in their
citizens’ interests. France even announced that it will not to sign the agreement if ISDS is included.
Party with most of the votes is invited by the Queen to form a government. If there is no
clear winner, there is a hung Parliament. In this case, a minority or coalition government
can be formed. A minority government does not have an overall majority in Parliament. A
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.
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In the UK, the inclusion of an ISDS in the agreement could lead to increased privatisation of the NHS. As a
consequence, the NHS’ focus on patient care could shift to the creation of a level playing field for all healthcare
providers. Considering that parts of the NHS are currently delivered by private companies, TTIP would give US firms the
chance of competing in this ‘market’. Increased privatisation of the NHS can only be prevented if the service is
explicitly excluded from TTIP, which as yet has not happened.

Arguments
For
 TTIP is expected to create growth, new jobs, lower prices, higher wages and yearly economic gains as much as
€119bn in the EU and €95bn in the US.
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 General EU-US relations are expected to improve, which may enhance their global influence. If it comes into
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may further impede European integration.
Appointed Prime Minister (or chancellor) as Head of Government and a monarch (or
 Some argue that TTIP’s focus on regulations makes it a regulatory rather than a free trade agreement.
ceremonial president) as Head of State.
 It is estimated that increased transport between Europe and the US due to TTIP will produce an extra 11m
extra tonnes of carbon dioxide.
 TTIP may make it easier for the US to export shale gas, thereby increasing European reliance on fossil fuels.
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they are in power). Eligible voters, about 46m in the UK, receive their polling card once
they register online, or they can vote by post.

 http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=1230

Party with most of the votes is invited by the Queen to form a government. If there is no
clear winner, there is a hung Parliament. In this case, a minority or coalition government
can be formed. A minority government does not have an overall majority in Parliament. A
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