Immigration and Asylum
Introduction
Since 1990, the EU has expanded its role in managing asylum and immigration. A large number of people migrate to
the EU in search of work or as asylum seekers. How member states and the EU should deal with these new arrivals
creates fierce disagreement between pro and anti-immigration parties. Many immigrants to the EU come from poor
countries, seeking improved life chances in economically strong countries and taking jobs rejected by Europeans. But
when migration is not managed and legal, it can become a vehicle for criminal activity which threatens law and order in
member states.
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In 2009, the EU proposed to set up a European Asylum Support Office (EASO) to regulate asylum applications as part of
Wales and Northern Ireland).
a drive to increase cooperation between EU States. The EASO will have an annual budget of €50 million and 100 staff.
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annually. As such, immigration has become a
key issue in the national politics of several member states, leading to the rise of anti-immigration parties in the
Netherlands, Austria and France.

How would common immigration and asylum policies work?
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publish manifestos (comparable to shopping list of what they are planning to do once
they are in power). Eligible voters, about 46m in the UK, receive their polling card once
they register online, or they can vote by post.
Party with most of the votes is invited by the Queen to form a government. If there is no
clear winner, there is a hung Parliament. In this case, a minority or coalition government
can be formed. A minority government does not have an overall majority in Parliament. A
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

Immigration and Asylum
The EU’s jurisdiction in immigration and asylum has steadily increased. In 2004, for example, most aspects of asylum
and immigration policy (under the umbrella of Justice and Home Affairs (JHA) legislation) were moved from unanimous
to majority voting. Then, in July 2008, the EU proposed a new 'European Pact on Immigration' which it hoped would
result in a Common Asylum Policy by 2012. The proposals included: establishing single rules for asylum applications
across the EU; guaranteeing minimum standards for asylum seekers; deporting illegal immigrants and lengthening the
time illegal immigrants can be detained.

Arguments
For
 Under the Schengen Convention, EU member states co-operate to protect the EU’s external borders. Common
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 Some believe that Europe cannot cope with many more migrants and should be tightening its borders.
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Technical Terms
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they register online, or they can vote by post.

 www.guardian.co.uk/immigration/0,15729,1397447,00.html
Party with most of the votes is invited by the Queen to form a government. If there is no
 http://ec.europa.eu/justice_home/fsj/asylum/fsj_asylum_intro_en.htm

clear winner, there is a hung Parliament. In this case, a minority or coalition government
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

