EU Environmental Policy
Introduction
Environmental policy is one of the most important and far-reaching areas of EU legislation. The EU is the leading
authority in this area, with up to 80% of UK legislation on environmental affairs estimated to come from the EU.
However, critics question the efficiency of some measures, arguing that the cost of complying with these regulations
leaves European business uncompetitive, especially in the face of increased competition from countries such as China
and India, which don’t have such strict environmental rules.

History
Environmental policy is a relatively recent EU policy area. Environmental protection was not mentioned in the Treaty of
Rome (1958), and the first of a series of European Environmental Action Plans (EAPs) were not launched until 1972.
The Single European Act (1986) marked a more prominent role for environmental protection in EU policy-making,
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How does a General Election actually work?

What does EU Environmental Policy do?
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dioxide (CO2) firms can produce in 6 key industries: energy, steel, cement, glass, brick-making, and paper/cardboard
production. The 2008 EU Climate Change package added aircraft emissions to the ETS from 2012. The EU also supports
reducing CO2 emissions through Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) to bury emissions so they don’t enter the
atmosphere. Finally, in 2008 the EU reasserted a commitment to reduce the amount of CO2 emitted from new cars and
to fine manufacturers for each gram of CO2 they produce over the target (€20 in 2012, €95 in 2015). In 2009, the
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Party with most of the votes is invited by the Queen to form a government. If there is no
clear winner, there is a hung Parliament. In this case, a minority or coalition government
can be formed. A minority government does not have an overall majority in Parliament. A
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

EU Environmental Policy
Controversially, the EU’s targets are legally binding and theoretically enforceable in the ECJ (in 2007 the Commission
proposed that environmental ‘crimes’ be punished by equal penalties across the EU). The EU took part in the 2010 UN
Climate Change Summit, in Cancun, which succeeded in overcoming some of the divisions arising from the previous
summit, in Copenhagen. All major economies pledged to reduce emissions, although no legally binding decision was
reached.

Facts and figures
 The EU produces around 22% of global greenhouse gas emissions and creates over 2bn tonnes of rubbish a
year.
 The EU endorsed energy efficient light bulbs by banning 100w incandescent light bulbs in 2009.
 The cost of compliance with EU environmental legislation for the ten new member states has been estimated
The UK is a liberal democracy. This means that we democratically elect politicians, who
at €100bn. EU funding only covers 4% of this sum.
represent our interests. It also involves that individual rights are protected.
 13 of the 27 EU member states are likely to meet their 2020 national targets for renewable energy capacity;
however in 2010, some countries, including Italy, Belgium and Bulgaria are not on course to meet their targets.
The type of liberal democracy we have is a constitutional monarchy, where the powers of
the monarch are limited by the terms and conditions put down in the constitution.
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Against

“Even the darkest sceptic has to admit that when it comes to environment policy it makes sense for states to cooperate
and do things in common.”
Dr Caroline Jackson MEP
“Nobody has the foggiest idea how the renewables target will be met.”
Ernest-Antoine Seillière, Head of Business Europe, 2007
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Technical Terms

Links

Party with most of the votes is invited by the Queen to form a government. If there is no
clear winner, there is a hung Parliament. In this case, a minority or coalition government
 http://ec.europa.eu/environment/newprg/index.htm
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

