Treaty of Maastricht
Introduction
The Maastricht Treaty served two purposes. It amended the provisions of the Treaty of Rome while
significantly advancing the agenda set out under the Single European Act (SEA) in 1986 for deepening
European Political Union (EPU). It created a new model for the Community based around three ‘pillars’
which, broadly speaking, covered economic relations, foreign affairs and home affairs. It also officially
created the European Union (EU), which became the title to cover all the functions of the much-expanded
European governmental structure. In addition it began the process of Economic and Monetary Union (EMU),
which would lead to the creation of the Euro. Coming at a time of political upheaval in Britain and across
Europe, the Treaty was hugely controversial and has come to be seen as a central moment in the movement
towards deeper European integration.

How does a General Election actually work?

History

The UK is a liberal democracy. This means that we democratically elect politicians, who
represent our interests. It also involves that individual rights are protected.
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set up a whole new range of intergovernmental responsibilities outside the remit of the Treaty of Rome in
the areas of a common foreign policy and home affairs. Institutionally, it transformed the way in which the
organisation was structured. While the Commission retained responsibility for the economic ‘pillar’ of EU
activity, the new ‘pillars’ were to be controlled not by the Commission but by the European Council.
However, the three separate
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coalition government means that two or more political parties agree to share power in
government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

Treaty of Maastricht
Arguments
For
 The Maastricht Treaty created a structure capable of coping with closer integration and Monetary
Union while giving national governments more say through an expanded European Council.
 The process of closer integration through Monetary Union made it vital to have closer political cooperation.
 The British Government succeeded in including the principle of subsidiarity in the Treaty, which
helped counter-balance the federalist tendencies of other parts of the document. This has since
gained great importance.
Against
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that set the Community in the direction of a United Europe.
The type of liberal democracy we have is a constitutional monarchy, where the powers of
 The focus on big issues like EMU distracted people from the expansion of EU control over other areas
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such as environment, security and foreign affairs.

Treaty of Maastricht
Parliamentary system
The UK has a parliamentary system of democratic governance. Unlike presidential and
semi-presidential systems, there is an interconnection between the legislative (lawmaking) and executive (law-enforcing) branches of government in a parliamentary
system. In the UK, this means that the executive (consisting of the Queen and the
governments of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland) is accountable to the
legislature or Parliament (House of Commons, House of Lords and devolved Assemblies in
Wales and Northern Ireland).
Appointed Prime Minister (or chancellor) as Head of Government and a monarch (or
“We’re
not justpresident)
here to make
a single
market, but a political union”
ceremonial
as Head
of State.
Jacques Delors, EU Commission President

Technical Terms
 Supranational: a form of organisation through which decisions are made by international institutions, not by individual
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publish manifestos (comparable to shopping list of what they are planning to do once
they are in power). Eligible voters, about 46m in the UK, receive their polling card once
they register online, or they can vote by post.
 http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/3595155.stm#s2
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