Treaty of Rome
Introduction
The Treaty of Rome was the founding treaty of the European Economic Community (EEC), which later
became the EU. Also known as the Treaty of the European Community (TEC), all the subsequent European
treaties have built upon or amended the Treaty of Rome and its provisions still form the majority of EU treaty
law. The treaty focused overwhelmingly on economic co-operation, but it also set out a wider political vision
for ‘an ever closer union’ to ‘eliminate the barriers which divide Europe’.
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At a philosophical level, the treaty laid the foundation for ‘ever closer union’: establishing European
government bodies, the freedom to move goods, capital and people, and the concept of cohesion – that
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.
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The Treaty of Rome was a ticket to greater economic growth because it started to break down the
barriers to trade and investment that had existed in Europe since the 1930s.
The Treaty enshrined the dream of a united Europe that would make it impossible for European
countries to go to war again.
The Treaty was an incredible feat of diplomacy that paved the way for European reconciliation and
the spread of democracy.
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Treaty of Rome
Parliamentary system
The UK has a parliamentary system of democratic governance. Unlike presidential and
semi-presidential systems, there is an interconnection between the legislative (lawmaking) and executive (law-enforcing) branches of government in a parliamentary
system. In the UK, this means that the executive (consisting of the Queen and the
governments of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland) is accountable to the
legislature or Parliament (House of Commons, House of Lords and devolved Assemblies in
Wales and Northern Ireland).
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Members of Parliament in the House of Commons are elected using the first-past-thepost electoral system. Each of the 650 voting constituencies in the UK are represented by
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an MP. During the general and most local elections, the candidate with most of the votes
 Supranational: a form of organisation through which decisions are made by international institutions, not by individual
becomes the local representative. Candidates campaign door-to-door, hold debates and
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they are in power). Eligible voters, about 46m in the UK, receive their polling card once
they register online, or they can vote by post.
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